EFFECTS OF NUCLEAR POWER
NT WASTE DUMP:

Northern Territory is on the verge of an unprecedented uranium boom.

NT Senator Trish Crossin said: Australia’s nuclear regulator had hampered the right of Territorians to have a say on the nuclear waste facility planned for the NT.

Guidelines for the depository were ‘virtually buried’ by being release for public comment six days before Christmas.

Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Saftey Agency had not tried to get any publicity to encourage public comment.

An evaporation pond for run-off from radioactive containers would be needed in the compound. 

“This would be especially concerning in an arid area where a pond would attract wildlife ranging from insects and lizards to birds, which form part of the bush tucker food chain.”

The Pond is not shown on any diagrams, videos displayed at public meetings or on the dump or on the federal governments radioactive waste website.

The deadline for NT guidelines submissions is March 17.

Chernobyl eyewitness accounts:

Soviet authorities tried to contain the situation by sending thousands of ill-equipped men into a radioactive maelstrom. 

When a routine test went catastrophically wrong, a chain reaction went out of control in No 4 reactor of Chernobyl nuclear power station in Ukraine, creating a fireball that blew off the reactor’s 1000tonne steel and concrete lid.

There were 13 fatalities as an immediate result of the explosion and acute radiation exposure in fighting the fires, and more than 200 cases of severe radiation sickness in the days that followed.

Eventually more than 100 000 people were evacuated from Ukraine and Belrus.

In the week after the accident, Soviets poured over 340 000 untrained, inadequately protected men into the breach. The machines brought in broke down because of the radiation. The men barely lasted more than a few weeks, suffering lingering, painful deaths. 

Now known as the cover, reactor no. 4 still holds approximately 20 tonnes of nuclear fuel in its lead and metal core. No one knows what is happening with it. 

Belarus with a population of 10 million suffered 70% of the radioactive fallout. The country lost 485 villages and settlements, 70 of these have been buried underground by clean-up teams known as ‘liquidators’. On out of every five of these people live on contaminated land. That is 2.1 million people, of whom 700 000 are children. There is a virtually permanent presence of small doses of radiation, the number of people with cancer, neurological disorders and genetic mutations increases with each year. 

Lyudmilla Ignatenko

wife of fireman Vasily Ignatenko:

"cloe the window and go back to sleep. There's a fire at the reactor. Ill be back soon."

They wern't wearing any canvas gear. They went off juat as they were, in their shirts sleeves. No one told them. 

At seven in the morning i was told he was in the hospital. The police has encircled it, they wern't letting anyone through, only ambulances. The police shouted : 'The ambulances are radioactive stay away.'

He was all swollen and puffed up. You could barely see his eyes. Doctors and nurses, especially ordrlies, would get sick themselves and die.

Doctor said they were flying to Moscow, but we needed to bring them their clothes. When we came running back with their bags, the plane was already gone. They tricked us.

It was a special hospital, for radiology, and you couldn't get in without a pass. ... Finally i'm sitting in the office of the head radiologist. 

"do you have kids?"

I lied "a boy and a girl"

"so you dont need anymore. All right listen: his cental nervous system is completley compramised, his skull is completley compramised." ... "and listen if you start crying, ill kick you out right away. No huging or kising. Dont even get near him. You have half an hour."

He started to change. The burns started to come to the surface. in his mouth, on his tongue, his cheeks, - at first there were little lesions, and then thy grew. It came off in layers - as white film ... the colour of hi face...his body... blue, red, grey-brown.

in 14 days a person dies.

He was producing stools 25 to 30 times a day, with blood and mucous. His skin started cracking on his arms and legs. He became covered ith boild. When he turned his head, ther'd be a clumpof hair left on the pillow.

I say "he's dying" Nurse sais "what did u epect? he got 1600 roentgen. 400 is a lethal dose. You're sitting next to a nuclear reactor.

When they all died, they refurbished the hospital. They scraped down the walls and dug up the parquet.

Sergei Vasilyevich Sobolev

Deputy head of the executive committee of the Sheild of Chenobyl Association:

The radio controlled machines they used often failed to carry out commands or did the opposite of what they were supposed to do, because their electronics were disrupted by high radiation. The most reliable 'robots' were the soilders. They were christened the 'green robots' (from the colour of their uniforms). Some 3600 soilders worked on the roof of the ruined reactor. Thet slept on the ground in tents. They were young guys.

These people don't exist anymore, just the documents in our museum, with their names.

I took my daughter and my wife to the hospital. They had black spots all over their bodies. These spots would appear, then dissapear. They were about thesize of a five-kopek coin. My daughter was six years old. 

I want to bear witness: my daughter died from Chenoybl. And they want us to forget about it.

Arkady Filin 

Liquidator

We lived in the forrest, in tents, 200km from the reactor, like partisans. I saw a man who watched his house get burried. We burried houses, wells, trees. We burried the earth. We'd cut things down, roll them up into big plastic sheets. We burried the forest. We sawed the trees into 1.5m pieces and packed them in Cellophane and threw them into graves.

Vanya Kovarov

12

When the girls in my class found out that i had cancer of the blood, they were afraid to sit next to me. They didn't want to touch me.

The doctors said that I got sick because my father worked at Chernobyl. And after that I was born.

Ivan Nikolaevich Zhykhov

Chemical engineer

We dug up the diseased top layer of soil, loaded it into cars and took it to waste burial sites. They were just ordinary pits. We'd pick up the whole green mass of it, with grass, flowers, rots. It was work for madmen.

We created hundreds of kilometres of torn-up, fallow earth.

These are edited excerpts from Voices From Chernoybl, by Svetlana Alexievich, published by Dalkey Archive Press.
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