WHAT PEOPLE CAN DO

There are many things people can do to help reduce greenhouse emissions, from locally, to globally. On the website www.globlclimatechangeaction.org you can choose between a letter to fill out demanding the government stop spending our tax dollars on climate change inducing forms of power (such as nuclear, coal, oil and other fossil fuels). Instead our money should go towards sustainable energies that don’t contribute to climate change. You can choose from an Australian Youth letter, (for people under the age of 18) an Australian letter (for people over the age of 18), or a global letter and you can sign an online petition on Climate Change Mitigation which is here: http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/737214963.  Further more, there are printable versions that can be edited to suit your own demands (we ask that you print the letters on 100% recycled paper). 
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Tax dollars are spent trying to keep the producers of coal, oil and nuclear energy in business. Without this support, market forces would fairly quickly make a switch to “alternative” sources – making them “mainstream”.
What everyone can do:

· Reducing the temperature on your thermostat in the winter.

· Reducing the temperature on your water heater.

· Turning off lights in rooms that you are not using.

· Insulating your home.

· Florescent light bulbs use 75% less energy than incandescent bulbs that give the same illumination.
· When building; reduce clearing to an absolute necessity; new buildings must comply with, or improve upon, energy efficiency standards.
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“We could cut back on emissions and minimize power wastage by just using present technologies. If everyone in the USA changed incandescent light globes to fluorescents, they wouldn’t need a new power station until 2020.”
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“The planet is being destroyed by man’s stupidity and the need for remedies is increasingly urgent. The necessities of yesteryear may be luxuries that we cannot indulge in much longer.”
http://www.theclimategroup.org/index.php?pid=451#8
Do we still have time to do something about climate change?
Yes. Some climate change may be inevitable, but the future is not yet written. 
What are the best opportunities for reducing emissions of greenhouse gases?
To slow climate change, greenhouse gas reductions must be accelerated and deepened. Increased energy efficiency and switching from fossil fuels to renewable energy options are central in the move towards a low carbon economy. Other technologies, such as carbon sequestration, may contribute to progress in the long term, but we can not afford to ‘wait and see’ if such technologies will ultimately be successful. 

What should governments/companies be doing to minimise their impact?
In order to reduce their carbon footprints, responsible organisations in both the public and private sectors should:

· Seek to understand the implications of global climate change 

· Develop an action plan, focusing on cost-effective, practical solutions for reducing emissions (as demonstrated by this report)
· Introduce challenging emissions reduction targets 

